March 25, 1970

Confidential Claim Retracted MIEE INSPECTION REPORT LAGUNA . PUEBLO

PAGUATE MINE LEASE
URITED PUESLO AGENCY
ERVATION

Authorized by: %

Date:_G/3¢//2 VALENCIA COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

by
David R. Stewart

Hining Engitesr
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

CONSERVATION DIVISION

On March 17, 1970, Jim Bager and the writer ezamined the Paguate mive.
The mine {3 located on the Laguna Pueblo Indign Reservation approxi-
wately 8.5 miles north of the old Leguna Pueblo on U. S. Righway 5.
The Anaconds Company holds the tribal leace and operates the mine.

The last {nspection by engineers of thie offfice uas on August 5, 1909. -

On the date of inspection no ore was being loaded into reilroad cars

for shipment to the mill ar Bluewater, Kew Mexico. Rsllroad cars are
loaded four days & week, with a weekly shipment of 12,000tons. The
other mining operetions; overburden removal, ripping ore, and hauling
ore to stockplles were being conducted with no changes from the last
inspection, About 3,000 tons of ore are being produced daily, flve

days ¢ week. The stockpiles at present are being increased by about
3,000 tons per week. The company would like to increase the present
stockpfle tonnage of 350,000 tons to 500,000 tons in order to accomplish
a bacter blend for mill shipments.

| The stripping has been extended in the southwest pit onto lease #4,
! although no ore has becn removed.

v
¥o ssfety violations a?z'e violations of the lease terms were noted
during the inspection.

- David—R: Stewart
: Mining Engineer

Orig. to: Supt., United Pueblos, Albuquerque
Comm., Offfice of Indian Affairs
Chief, Branch of Mining Operatious
Bureac of Mines, Phoenix
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